2/8/22, 4:50 PM Dramatic rescue in Contra Costa creek
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A woman is pulled from swift-moving Walnut Creek in Concord, Calif.,, on Sunday, April 12, 2010. The current
carried her from where a vehicle crashed off Mount Diablo Boulevard in Walnut Creek, Calif.

Cindi Christie/Contra Costa Times via AP

A Contra Costa County firefighter and California Highway Patrol helicopter crew
risked their lives to save a woman from a Walnut Creek waterway after a car

carrying her, her husband and her son plunged into the rain-swollen creek.

The son, 40-year-old Tim Hogan of San Diego, died Sunday evening after the car he

was driving crashed through a fence just east of the Broadway Plaza shopping

center and landed upside down in the waterway called Walnut Creek.
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Hogan's father, James Hogan, 79, of Walnut Creek, a 16-year volunteer with the

Contra Costa County sheriff's office, was still missing Monday and was presumed
dead.
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Janet Hogan, 75, survived, thanks to the efforts of county fire engineer Dave

Manzeck and the CHP helicopter crew that dangled him over the creek so he could

pluck the unconscious woman from the 50-degree water.

Lost control of car

Tim Hogan, who previously lived in Walnut Creek, lost control of his parents' Honda
Accord on Mount Diablo Boulevard where it turns into Walker Avenue near San
Miguel Drive about 6:15 p.m. Sunday, authorities said. The car crashed through a

fence and flipped onto its roof in the creek, then drifted several hundred feet north.
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Tim Hogan's body was found in the Accord. An autopsy was conducted Monday, but
the cause of his death was not determined pending the results of toxicology tests,

said Jimmy Lee, a sheriff's spokesman.
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Hogan's parents managed to get out of the car but were swept downstream. CHP

flight Officer and paramedic Shaun Bouyea and pilot Officer Jason Hertzel

responded to the scene in the agency's Eurocopter from the Napa County Airport.

They soon received reports that a woman was floating down the creek, said Bouyea,

a 14-year CHP veteran.

The crew spotted James and Janet Hogan separately in the water as the helicopter
was about 200 feet above the creek and began efforts to save the woman, Bouyea

said.

Barely afloat

"We observed her treading water, just barely staying above the water," Bouyea said
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Monday. "The water was moving at a pretty rapid rate, I'd say about 15 mph."

Bystanders and rescue workers were running along the creek. Firefighters threw
ropes to Janet Hogan, but she was too weak and couldn't grab it as she floated past,

Bouyea said. She soon went over a 6-foot waterfall.
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"She went under and bobbed up three or four times. There was no way that we

were able to get her," Bouyea said.

A short time later, Manzeck, an engineer with the Contra Costa County Fire

Protection District who is trained as a rescue swimmer, motioned at the helicopter

from the creek bank. Manzeck used hand signals to get the crew to lower a hoist

cable on which a device known as a clench collar was attached.

Manzeck climbed aboard, and Hertzel, a 10-year CHP veteran, maneuvered the

helicopter to just 30 feet over where Janet Hogan was floating.

'Close to Jesus'
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